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Axai Toshio*

Theosophical Accounts in Japanese Buddhist
Publications of the Late Nineteenth Century
An Introduction and Select Bibliography **

1. Introduction

1.1. The purpose of this article

The 1880s were the years when serious interest in the Theosophical Society
rapidly grew among Buddhist reformers in Japan. The spread of their attention is
evidenced by the abundance of reports on the Theosophical movement then written
for Buddhist publications. Judith Snodgrass” analytical review in Presenting Japanese
Buddhism to the West (2003) schematizes the political climate of the age, when
Buddhism was driven into a tight corner by the expansion of Christianity and the
nationalization of Shintd. Ingeniously she visualizes the trajectory the Japanese
Buddhist reform movement followed, from the excessive expectations to “white
Buddhists,” to the utter disappointment with Theosophy as a movement worthy
of making an alliance with. The present article aims to supplement her scheme by
presenting a select bibliography of the Theosophical accounts recorded in Buddhist
publications of the late nineteenth century in Japan, and thereby to present an
outline of the Japanese Buddhist journals issued by reformers with an interest in

Theosophy.

1.2. Three agents of transmission for Japanese Buddbists

Traceable from the accounts recorded in those journals is that Buddhist
reformers in their genesis relied heavily on three sources who transmitted
information about Buddhist activities taking place overseas to Japan, each of whom
pursued their own interest. The first agent was the Theosophical Society, the second
was Herman Vetterling, also known as Philangi Dasa, and the third Condor
Pfoundes. The importance of these transmitters was devalued drastically after the
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1890s when young Japanese Buddhist researchers were dispatched to the Western
world and official communication with the Buddhist academia was established.
Accordingly, in the following introduction first a proper survey of these sources
is provided before turning to a detailed study of the journals with which they are
associated.

1.2.1. Theosopbhical Society

The source we should mention first is undoubtedly the Theosophical Society.
The initial contact with it began with Mizutani Jinkai’s K& (1836-1896)
correspondence with H. S. Olcott (1832-1907). Mizutani was a Buddhist priest
belonging to the Jodo Shin-sha Honganji-ha ¥ T F R AFEFIR, widely known as
a powerful propagandist against the growing influence of the Christian mission in
Japan which at the time was in the process of modernization and Westernization.
How long Mizutani’s correspondence with the Theosophical Society in Adyar
(India) was continued is not certain. However, he obtained a translation of The
Buddhist Catechism (1881) from Olcott himself in 1882. The Japanese translation
was published in 1886, and the calligraphy of the title was written by the head
priest of Chion-in %It and the head of Jodo-sha #+1:5%. This expressed the
great expectation which Japanese Buddhists entertained, and the importance they
attached to the advent of the “white Buddhists.” The publication of The Buddhist
Catechism triggered enormous interest in the Theosophical Society and its activities
in British India. Eventually, a preparatory committee for inviting Olcott to Japan
was organized. Its members belonged to different Buddhist denominations which
had been frequently hostile to each other in the past.

Hirai Kinza F34 = (1859-1916) was the central figure of this committee.
At that time he was a lay Buddhist who was running The Oriental Hall in
Kyoto, an English school for young Buddhists. He had founded this school in
1885 with the aim that Buddhists would be able to compete with Déshisha
[, an English School founded by the eminent Christian pioneer Niijima
Jo #r%E (1843-1890). In 1888, Hirai Kinza dispatched his friend Noguchi
Zenshiro B AEIUER (1864-?) (later he changed his name to Fukudo 8 %) as
a delegate to the Theosophical Society in Adyar to prepare Olcott’s extensive
schedule in Japan. Due to a reason still unknown to us, just a few days before
Olcott’s arrival Hirai resigned from the committee, but the program of Olcott’s
lectures in Japan certainly owed its success to his determined initiative.

Many Buddhist journals and papers published reports of Olcott’s visit to Japan.
Among them it is remarkable that Hewavitarne Dharmapala (1864-1933), later
honorably entitled Anagarika, is frequently mentioned, as well as the messages he
wrote to Japanese Buddhists. At that time, Dharmapala was a protégé of Olcott,
and he was undertaking energetically the task of transforming the Buddhist reform
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in Ceylon into a Singhalese nationalist movement. He was certainly a pivotal figure
who transmitted without delay news of Buddhist events and issues he experienced
in British India to his comrades in Japan. Although his messages and reports were
stated under the umbrella of the Theosophical movement, his resolute activities
supplied apt prescriptions for modernization to Japanese Buddhist reformers who
were eager to establish a form of reformed Buddhism as a central concept for a
modern Japanese national identity.

Another channel of communication with Theosophy was through contacts
between Matsuyama Matsutard f2[LI#2KES (dates unknown), also known as
Ryokuin #%f2, and William Q. Judge (1851-1896), President of the American
Section of the Theosophical Society. Matsuyama was one of the founding members
of Obei Bukkys Tsaishin-kai FKK(AZGEIEZ: (Society for Communication with
Western Buddhists), which had been organized in 1887 through the initiative of
Akamatsu Renjo #R#2iER (1841-1919). Akamatsu was one of the first Japanese
Buddhists to travel to Europe, and then, as a cabinet member of Nishi Hongan-ji, he
vigorously pursued Buddhist reforms in Japan. From the Obei Bukkyé Tsiishin-kai
developed Kaigai Senkyo-kai /e 22 (Buddhist Propagation Society) in 1886,
which in the same year began to publish Bijou of Asia, the first Buddhist English
journal in Japan. Matsuyama joined the editorial board of this journal together with
his students and colleagues of Futsu Kyoko i@#t%, a college of Nishi Hongan-
ji. One of them was Takakusu Junjiro m=fIEVKES (née Sawai Jun %4k, 1866-
1945), a disciple of Max Miiller and later known internationally as an authority on
Sanskerit literature.

1.2.2. Philangi Dasa

The second transmitter of Buddhist activities in the West was Herman
Carl Vetterling (1849-1931), also known as Philangi Dasa, a Swedish-American
esotericist who interpreted Buddhism in his own Swedenborgean context. His
importance for the early Buddhist reformers can be recognized from frequent
references to The Buddhist Ray, a periodical Philangi Dasa published privately.
The contact person for Philangi Dasa was arguably Matsuyama Matsutaré. His
communication with Philangi Dasa did not last long, and the role of correspondent
was transferred later to Ohara Kakichi XJF## (18712-1901), who was a lay
Buddhist belonging to Tendai-sha K%%% and who translated Paul Carus’ The
Gospel of Buddha (1894) into Chinese. Philangi Dasa is an exponent of an esoteric
form of Buddhism which was bred from the same stream of modern Western
esotericism as Theosophy, though in its conclusion it diverged widely from its
counterpart. Philangi Dasa’s thoughts are so different from Theosophist ideas that
materials written by him, and mentioning him, are basically excluded from my
listing. However, since his idiosyncratic interpretation of Buddhism also differed

—p—




—p—

190 JapraNese Rericions 34 (2)

entirely from Sino-Japanese traditions, it enabled Japanese reformers to recognize
how self-styled Buddhists in the Western world recast Buddhism according to

their own interest.

1.2.3. Condor Pfoundes

For Japanese reformers, Condor Pfoundes (1834-?) was the last but not the
least significant gateway through which they could access information about
Buddhism overseas. Pfoundes’ opinion was held in high regard because of his
career as a reporter for The Japan Weekly Mail, an English paper known for its pro-
Japanese editing policy among Meiji Era intellectuals, and because The Buddhist
Propagation Society had appointed him as official correspondent in London.
Boasting of his expertise in Japanese culture and regarding himself as a mouthpiece
of Japanese Buddhists, Pfoundes spread suspicion against Theosophy among them,
and he accused the Theosophists severely of diverging widely from the genuine
Buddhist dharma. He constantly dispatched warnings to his Japanese friends not
to be snared into the Theosophists’ fair words. When Takakusu Junjiré went to
England for academic Buddhist studies, Pfoundes attempted to separate him from
Theosophist circles active there and consequently opened a way for him to become
a student of Max Miiller. Material written by Pfoundes and referring to him is
abundant, and my listing covers only that which relates to the Theosophical affair.
Most of the Pfoundes material contains derogatory remarks about the Theosophist
interpretation of Mahayana Buddhism.

2. Introduction to the Journals and the Lists of Articles related to Theosophy'

2.1. Kaigai Bukky® jijo #sML# 1% (Overseas Buddhism News)

The Buddhist Propagation Society was an organization founded by progressive
Buddhist reformers, including both priests and lay followers, each of them related to
some extent with Nishi Hongan-ji, the head temple of Jodo Shin-sha Honganji-ha.
Kaigai Bukkyo jijo, a journal this Association officially published, carried detailed
reports of events which had taken place immediately before and after Olcott’s
visit to Japan, as well as Japanese translations of various Theosophist treatises on
Buddhism. The editors of the journal belonged to the faculty of Futsia Kyoko, a
college Nishi Hongan-ji had founded in 1885 to offer modernized education for
Buddhist students. Also, cabinet members of Nishi Hongan-ji, such as Akamatsu
Renjo, supported the publication.

1. It should be acknowledged here that material collected for my bibliography heavily
depends on the results of Mr. Yoshinaga Shin'ichi’s exuberant research.
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My study concentrates on the early issues which contain plentiful Theosophical
material, and it extends until Vol. 40, published in 1893.

Item Title in Japanese Translation / explanation Author Translator | Date | Vol
Mr. Johnston,
Scotland (Chatles Now.
Article ) 2 A Esoteric Buddhism 1
Johnston) 1888
A.P.Sinnet
) § . What is Theosophy? Nov.
Article FHEEL [N 1
(Extract from The Path) 1888
AR RER R, K
B 1 N
w7 # ¥ N x Mr. Matsuyama Matsutard,
7. Fr¥ Y F R, o
KEx R Y — . Mr. William Q. Judge,
wA Ly 7. # | USA M Edward Wolleb,
e 2, 5 a | USA, Miss Edith Johnston, Now.

Letters " X 1
A g HIUE | Scotland, Mr. Hewavitarne 1888
Fr=mg s Dharmapala, India, Mr.

EE % Eliot Berbage, England,
VP BT Miss Arundel, England
N TR, KT iss Arundel, Englan
— 7 VTV
R G The increase of Now. 1
¢ L

epor R Theosophist branches 1888
s 2% L s s | The Buddbist Catechism and Now.

Report " . . 1
DI The Light of Asia 1888
W BB % % | Newspapers and magazines Nov.

Report - 1
[HIHERE on Theosophy 1888

Article SEp— Religions in Japan (Fxtract May 5

from The Theosophist) 1889
On the problems of
Wbz it 1T 57 | Buddhism frequently May

Article o 2

fikZ P misunderstood by non- 1889
Buddhists
Col. Olcott’s speech at the

Articl Ay kBB o in Chion-i May 2
t PO t -1n,
rticle @i reception in Chion-in, 1889

February 10, 1889
Buddhism is the religion for
future

W HL Rk 0 5%# | (Mentions the article May

Report . . . 2
=9 published in Kansas City 1889

Magazine concerning
Theosophy and Buddhism)
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R HEB) A B H B The Theosophical Publishing House, May )
eport
P [N London, and its publications 1889
Mr. Olcott, the President of the
JUIES)- S P Theosophical Society May
Repore | | o . 2
PANE (His activities in Japan and the illness of 1889
Dharmapala )
WEFI A N
g, KT A Yy
PN S o 4 Miss Johnston, England, Mr. William Q. May
Letters . p N 2
FIK, KE= KT Judge, USA, Mr. Edward Wolleb, USA 1889
— k. wALYS
JiS
[TFA RN T Oct.
Article 7T | On Buddhism C. Pfoundes < 3
+ 1889
i ﬁj: Against the criticism of Thai Prince o
20 Ay t.
Report ) . ! Chandradata’s study on Nirvana made § 3
o 1889
by Dr. Hartmann of Germany
Fray NRER The preface to The True Pure Land Oct.
Report . . . 3
MEDF Buddhism Catechism by Mr. Olcott 1889
On Mr. Olcott’s activities in India and Oct.
Report | A=Y R 3
Europe 1889
Oct.
Report 4% PFOUNDES [ | On Mr. Pfoundes, England 18c89 3
. The German version of The Buddhist Oct.
Report | FagHhBi % . 3
Catechism 1889
(754 X0 & Nov.
Article 7 Tj , | On Buddhism, continued C. Pfoundes o 4
7 (R D) 1889
- L Matsuyama Ryokuin
Asticl FR AT AT B B2 On the origins of current Buddhist ideas M Nov. 4
ticle N atsuyama
; BAOmk AT in Europe and USA Rl 1889
Matsutard)
The Theosophical Conference held in Now.
Report | KB . 4
Chicago 1889
BrEE O .
ﬁg%{ﬁw‘f@ EUES Mr. Leadbeater, an English reporter of Nov.
Report ALY FE—2— . 4
i The New Buddhism 1889
MIER~ A Nov.
Report fﬁ{ A Rev. Sumangala, a Ceylonese priest 183;9 4
A4 UYLs, ¥, | M. William Q. Judge and his activities Now.
Report RN . 4
FY Y FR in the USA 1889
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AV N7 v NH Now.
Letters . j» N b / LI—] Miss Johnston, Scotland o 4
VA VAN 1889
[7F 4 XL k0l Dec.
Article B T’f B | & On Buddhism, continued C. Pfoundes e 5
3 (Rt OFH) 1889
S+l it \ Mat: Ryokui
Zk/“ mbﬁ s T%ﬁ On the origins of current Buddhist ideas arstyama Syotumn Dec.
Article AR O R & Fi i 4 red (Matsuyama 5
(iR in Europe and USA, continue Matsutard) 1889
Lz AT 7 Mat: Ryokui
A Qmﬁ On the origins of current Buddhist ideas Afsuyama Byokum Jan.
Article BAEOBRZHT o E dUSA inned (Matsuyama 6
(o) in Europe and USA, continue: Matsutars) 1890
Articl AVHY—NVKE On the activities and sayings made by Jan. p
rticle .
17—8E Col. Ingersoll 1890
B P Preface to The Buddhist Catechism, Feb.
Article ) E B recero 'e st atechim Bhikkhu Subbhdra ¢ 7
= German version 1890
R Mat: Ryokui
HORIZ Y 61%%( On the origins of current Buddhist ideas atsuyama Byokuin Feb.
Article JEAR O B % . i . (Matsuyama 7
(Wit o) in Europe and USA, continued Matsutard) 1890
W T AT Eeb
Letters AR OF@E —~ (+ | Mr. Pfoundes, London, 14th, January ’ 7
A1) 1890
R WALY Re—# On Mr. Leadbeater’s activities in Ceylon Feb. .
eport
P —K (from Dharmapala’s letter) 1890
" On Col. Olcott’s tour to England and Feb.
Report | Sl L 7
Ireland 1890
N Mat Ryokui
) BRI T 51%%( On the origins of current Buddhist ideas atsuyama Syokuin Mar.
Article BAROBRZRT (Matsuyama 8
o in Europe and USA, continued 1890
(fi7) Matsutard)
New evidence of the Aryan race M
Report I B oo ik discovered by philology and archaeology 18;) 8
(Extract from The Theosopbhist)
= s
L Szixﬁ%;; 7 Bhikkhu Subhadra, Germany, Mr. Mar. 8
etters b, 5 v
=2 Pfoundes, England 1890
The new version of The Buddhist Mar.
Report | P SERE ik 22 8
epor Catechism 1890
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. Col. Olcott’s meeting in Colombo with
%W% okt Japanese delegates who stayed there Mar.
Report | ZEXROA V=Y L 8
MG on the way to the World Exposition in 1890
Paris
i YHY-NVEE On the activities and sayings made by Apr.
Article 178 (BA%ED 9
. Col. Ingersoll, continued from vol. 6 1890
DY)
o On Theosophy (Extract from the lecture Apr.
Article PR Tk T H. S. Olcott 9
Olcott made at Bedford, England) 1890
BRI, B Mr. Dharmapala, Mr. Pfoundes, Apr.

Letters . 9
B 7 A7 AR England 1890
. On the German version of Sinnet’s Apr.

Report A . . 9

Esoteric Buddhism 1890
/r, /ﬁ YVRE On the activities and sayings made by May
Article 17—8t (EhEo . 10
S x) Col. Ingersoll, continued from vol. 9 1890
ot = ik ; M. Ryokui
. BRI IR Z)ﬁf’%( On the origins of current Buddhist ideas cstiyama Syosuin May
Article BARD B T . (Matsuyama 10
L in Europe and USA, continued 1890
(N Matsutard)
D EIZ % ‘What a Buddhist should d M.

Article %;%U% AT ) : a- nadhist shorid do C. W. Leadbeater 2 10
NEHAH immediately 1890
W7 AT ALK, Mr. Pfoundes, England, Mr. May

Letters N L 10
P gavA:in Dharmapala 1890
AT —NVKE On the activities and sayings made by June

Article L R 12
178 (0¥ &) Col. Ingersoll, continued 1890
AVHY— VK On the activities and sayings made by Aug.

Article P . 13
1T—8F (0¥ X) Col. Ingersoll, continued 1890
2=, HE Pall Mall Gazette’s reports on Blavatsky’s Aug.

Report ’ . 13

I illness 1890
. . On Duke Bismarck's clairvoyance Aug.
Report A — 5 . 13
(Extract from The Theosopbhist) 1890
) » Buddhism and Theosophy, Questions
Speech | MAE MRS dA (Extract from The Key to | H. P. Blavacsk Oct |y
eec) and Answers (Extract from The Key to . P. Blavats|
P TORE J Y 1890

Theosophy)
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5 i The Buddhists active in New York o
= =% fF D t.
Report s %’ﬁf & el a decade ago (Extract from The 18C90 14
Theosophist)
e LRy = Nov.
Report jﬁ j: p EP;F‘? %:;Y v The Theosophical Society in California 18(;V0 15
FIRAITF O RE A new society organized by Greek Nov.
Report Y o 15
A Theosophists in Athens 1890
Mr. Olcott’s speech (at the 15th Feb
Article HEEK D Theosophical Conference, Adyar, H. S. Olcott 1;9.1 18
December, 1890)
Col. Olcott departed from India,
together with Mr. Bertram Keightley, to Aug.
News A2y MK 23
attend the Theosophical Council held in 1891
London
MR R R
fhFENERBLAE O 5 Col. Olcott’s public statement on the Aug.
News . 23
IR L CEDES restoration of Bodhgaya relics 1891
Ha T
The previously reported death of
< B L, TTRY Madam Blavatsky and her post-mortem Aug.
News 23
R AZXA L reputation (based on the obituary notice 1891
published in The Path)
S A Aug.
Letters {f@: U R A Theosophist, from Paris 18 23
kgt 1891
The Theosophical Conference in
Report | MK Chicago, July, 1892 (with a list of July 38
the speakers including A. Besant and 1892
Dharmapala)

2.2. Hansei-kai zasshi KESHERE (Journal of the Temperance Society), later
changed to Hansei zasshi FKEHERE (Temperance Journal)

Violating the sexual code and excessive drinking habits prevailed among the
Buddhist priesthood, and Christian missionaries inveighed against the two vices
severely; they made use of this to implant suspicion against Buddhism into people’s
minds. Annoyed with the cunning strategy their enemy wielded, many Buddhist
priests determined to give up the drinking habit, and certain progressive reformers
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formed this tendency to temperance into a strong movement. The lecturers and
students of the Futsi Kyoko college organized The Temperance Society (Hansei-
kai ;X% %% ) in 1886, whose purpose was to promote temperance and social reform.
From its first issue, Matsuyama wrote his own review entitled Obei Bukkys tsiishin
WOKALZ0E(E “Communication with Western Buddhists” in English. Young leading
members of Hansei-kai, also students of Futsi Kyoko, were interested in the
propagation abroad, to which Furukawa Isamu {5 (1871-1899), ideological
leader of Buddhist reform, and Sakurai Gicho #2565 (1868-1926), the editor-
in-chief of the Hansei-kai zasshi for many years, were included. Due to their
many contributions, Hansei-kai zasshi was full of accounts of foreign Buddhist
movements. Hansei-kai zasshi, literally “The Journal of the Temperance Society,”
was stopped in 1892, with its February number as the final issue. Under the new
name Hansei zasshi, “The Temperance Journal,” the magazine's publication started
up again in May, though the volumes from July to October are missing.

Due to reasons unknown to us, Hansei-kai zasshi ceased to print volume
numbers after Vol. 23, the October issue of 1889. Hence the list shown below
leaves them blank.

Item Title in Japanese | Translation / explanation Author Translator | Date | Vol
LNTIE A NI JEWR Mr. Matsuyama Aug.
Report N s _ 1
Fr v FR Matsutard & Mr. Judge 1887
. FUiEs PRt S Extracts from The Aug.
translation o i 1
e Theosophist 1887
K B A T B Short History of the Aug.
Report S . . 1
s A Theosophical Society 1887
A3y FTUR Feb
Correspondence | =F LY D Miss Edith, Scotland ) 2
_ 1888
KAE
Aay b7 R
TFRELY O
AR (HEAiD) N A Miss Edith, Scotland
Egi yF. R, continued, H. Don David, Mar.
Correspondence | # &'y KLV oD India. M. (sic) F 1888 3
ez, BT ndia, Mr. (sic) Francesca
Syt Rh. T Arundale, Italy
FUELVK LD
DKE
FIEE AV~ 3T
ANEH T F K Hewavitarne Dharmapala, May
Correspondence | _, ) . . 6
LfE, W~ India, Dr. Max Miiller 1888
A, Ha—1L )L
FHET v —L
c d A, VI AR Charles Johnston, Ireland, June 7
orrespondence .
P Y. RO EEA | “Whatis ‘Religion™” 1888
(FZ) b
08, - B . June
Report ;‘;F;%L W32 Theosophical newspapers 1888 7
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M= 0 A Edith Johnston, Ireland, a
C d varAahy, Russi X " July g
orrespondence S~ ussian paper’s report on 1888
55 e Madam Blavatsky
AHLTL /f = “What is ‘Religion’?” Aug.
Correspondence | #) k- xsfil [ . 9
4] continued 1888
TUNRT UL
AT RT Edith Johnston, Ireland, A
ug.
Letters A M= on temperance and 188gS 9
AL VIR intemperance
hv
KEJTIEY ¥ L
/;;; CEET Extracts from the letter of S
DRI, 7T o ep.
Correspondence | ~ 7 f Mr. William Judge, USA, P 10
AN, T =7 . 1888
L LD Miss Francesca Arundale
i)
Fay MGk Mr. Olcott’s arrival Nov.
Report 11
AL postponed 1888
c d #2270 | Hewavitarne Dharmapal Dee. 1
orrespondence | .. ewavitarne Dharmapala 1888
French Theosophist Jan.
Report e A 14
P o Journal Lotus 1889
KB R Speaches in Japan by
i B e IR Col. Henry S. Olcott,
U= A0 the President of the
Fnay FR& . .
Theosophical Societ; Feb.
Speech FIVEEAR R S A P . Y 15
Ty & Mr. Hewavitarne 1889
2 AN e Dharmapala, the
F ECSkm =i A Secretary of the
VR R Theosophical Society
—f v Mar.
Editorial P A On Col. Olcott o 16
=y b 1889
TS5 LAl T ) Mar.
Correspondence ? - ,/ ” Miss Francesca Arundale 16
— 7 TV 1889
T—F I, AL Mar.
Lett 1. Olcott 1
etters By Col. Olco 1889 6
On the Theosophical Mar.
Report TR T ) P 16
Society 1889
. 2= 8T R Conversation with Mr. Mar.
Article e . 16
IRES D —BE Dharmapala on sickbed 1889
TN T 5 What Mr. Olcott did
A=y RO | inKyoto and Osaka,
R . Kif; f Z Unfortunate Mr. Mar. 16
. 5
eport T A Dharmapala, Conference 1889

BReoREg, A+
ay RROFE
i

at Chion-in, The faith of
Mr. Olcott
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- The regulations of the A
AEL G ) ) I.
Report il ; ; i = Theosoph1cal Society and | 8pgg 17
its purpose
A letter of attorney which
EE (£]
. FIEEXMED seven Indian Buddhist Apr.
Untitled Foay NKIZ K 17
S 72 2 FATI archbishops entrusted to 1889
Mr. Olcott
- A Message to the High A
ZIROE . T.
Article i TT o Priests of the Twelve H.S. Olcott [Matsuyama 1;89 17
B Schools in Japan Matsutard
Revort Fnay MEKO Places which Mr. Olcott Apr. 17
epo
P 5% 40 visited 1889
BARICHT Hewavitarne
. TERHR S = To the members of the May
Article _ N . Dharmapala 18
—7. e Temperance Society . 1889
- in Kyoto
7
Loy D Ma;
Report 7125/ s bR Mr. Olcott went home Y 18
LiiPN 1889
G. Edward
FEEHETRL Wolleb,
- T F A B % B Is Japan a Nation worthy | Golden July
Editorial i L 20
B3 2 OfEH to invade for Christians? Gate Lodge, 1889
Bn Theosophical
Society
Hev o N Against Mr. Olcott’s The July
Letters et an, K i 20
A O B Buddhist Catechism 1889
N S Sep.
Untitled STk Mr. Dharmapala’s letter P 22
DE 1889
A—Fr, TR Col. Olcott and the Dec.
Report Ty b LR . .
™ Theosophical Society 1890
The conference of the Jan.
Report G OREHE . .
Theosophical Society 1891
Sep.
Report Fray MK Mr. Olcott
1891
Fay MK . Oct.
Report Mr. Olcott” t
epor Ak 1. Olcott’s revisi 1891
To=—, E— . Jan.
Correspondence 4}; Y Mrs. Annie Besant 1892
EeET Mr. Olcott, the President M
H L= . ar.
Correspondence Y ! of the Theosophical
PaN:s i 1892
Society
Fray NEKO Recent situation of Mr. Jan.
Correspondence | .
FR/N Olcott 1893
P The conference of the S
D2 =i ) . L ep.
Correspondence ; RGOk Thf:osophlcal Society in 1819)3
Chicago
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N _ Nov.
Report B R—T Dharmapala
1893
. - Dec
Report B R—F K Mr. Dharmapala
1893
Fme N ) Mar.
Correspondence oM Mrs. Annie Besant 1894
=77 Aug.
Report ;; 7&.‘; A Unitarians and Theosophy | Shonanshi 189g4
M D e On the Buddhist Oct
ct.
Correspondence | (#—7¥/v, 7/ | movements overseas, by 1895
Y K Col. Olcott
FIEEEIE (v India report, by Feb.
Correspondence .
~/3=7) Dharmapala 1896
MK IC 1A 546 The situation of the M
Y ) o ar.
Correspondence B OB Theosophical Society in 1896
Europe and USA
FlEEE (v India report, by Apr.
Correspondence .
</N=7) Dharmapala 1896
N . May
Correspondence | FlIEEI@(E India report
1896
FRRSEE (4 v India report, by July
Correspondence .
~/3=7) Dharmapala 1896
FY v VREM . July
C ds Obit for Mr. Jud
orrespondence | ituary for Mr. Judge 1896
N _ Nov.
Correspondence | #/L~/3—7 Dharmapala
1896
B —F K Mr. Dharmapala’s Feb.
Correspondence L
i mission 1897
- . . Apr.
Correspondence | KEHEE Maha Bodhi Society 1897

2.3. Jodo kyoho # +-#c# (News of Jodo-shi)

The Pure Land school Jodo-sha % 1:77% started its official journal Jodo kyoho in
1889, and the early volumes dealt with Theosophical matters in various ways. It is
easy to presume that this interest in Theosophy reflected the sympathy of the chief

editor Horiuchi Seiu &N # (dates unknown).

Item Title in Japanese Translation / explanation Author Translator Date | Vol
New friend to Japanese
.. | Buddhism, reporting the Jan.
Edicorial A A 50 i A o !
forthcoming visit of Olcott 1889
to Japan
) e Excerpt from Esoteric . Matsuyama | Jan.
Untitled il . A. P. Sinnet ~ 1
Buddhism (?) Matsutard 1889
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B} Excerpt from Esoteric . Matsuyama | Feb.
Untitled =2 . A. P. Sinnet
Buddhism (?) Matsutard 1889
The Speeches Col. Olcott Feb
eb.
Speech Tt made in Chion-in February H. S. Olcott | Hirai Kinza 1889
12th, 13th, and 14th,
S Mar.
Report KD Mr. Olcott’s speech H. S. Olcott 1889
- Mar.
Unspecified | A RO Mr. Olcott’s temperance 1889
The Theosophical Society
and Buddhism (also Mar.
Unspecified | 2% & L. ¢
mentioning the Coulomb 1889
affair)
Yayoi Society’s reception
reporting the reception of Mar.
Report FRAEFL DO ZEG (rep ¢ P
Olcott by the Governor of 1889
Kochi Prefecture)
B A E & o Mr. Olcott’s meeting with M
. i ] ar.
Unspecified o @g Japanese priests of different 1889
schools
- Mar.
Unspecified | Ji Lzt Col. Olcott’s speech 1889
‘What Col. Olcott achieved M
ar.
Unspecified | —+ HoOiEH) during his twenty days stay 1889
at Tokyo
) . L Mr. Dharmapala and his Mar.
Unspecified | %> ~/37 K .
sickness 1889
Gifts to the Theosophical Mar.
Unspecified | F8E 5~ F . P
Society 1889
N X . Mar.
Unspecified | ##E & 77iE Praise and gifts
1889
X Mar.
Unspecified | A KOk L Mr. Olcott’s gifts 1889
. FERINAFFH— | A short report of Mr. Mar.
Unspecified )
BE Olcott’s tour to Europe 1889
B Excerpt from Esoteric . Matsuyama | Mar.
Unspecified WhFEZGH ) A. P. Sinnet B
Buddhism (?) Matsutard 1889
=mtsér i, o | The Speeches Col. Oleott
o MCAERzE 4 | made at Chion-in February o Mar.
S h I H. S. Olcott | Hirai Kinza
peec IR AT (% | 12th, 13th, and 14th, TR 1889
1) continued
IR = The words of departure
Report > MCRAORH Rev. Sumangala gave to Mr. Rev. Mar.
EPpor s V. Vi .
P ERIE A~ A 7 i gaa g Sumangala 1889
Hen Olcott when he left Ceylon
vl
Secret correspondence
L (a report on a Brahmin Apr.
Report g D IEfE . .
[Dhamodar?] entering Tibet 1889

in search for Mahatmas)
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B RS E & o Mr. Olcott’s meeting with A
FAH . . I.
Report Ko %; Japanese priests of different 18p89 5
schools
o Mt #o#i4 iz | On the union of Northern Apr.
Editorial o . 5
T and Southern Buddhisms 1889
=mpaiaEan | Ashort biography of
. VNN Col. Henry S. Olcott, Apr.
Biography . 5
LA, A=y b | the President of the 1889
KO#sR Theosophical Society
) May
Unspecified | M= b Mr. Olcott 6
1889
. N Secret correspondence, May
Unspecified | F# OIS (H2Ai) . 6
continued 1889
The purposes of the Ma;
Unspecified | BEHEOHM putp . . ’ 6
Theosophical Society 1889
Flay FETA Speeches Col. Olcott made M
a
Unspecified | -+ HEAAEHEL at Kosei Hall February 10th, | H. S. Olcott | Hirai Kinza 188}; 6
(B2a0) continued
DR DTE % May
Report w =xv7F, A, | Do whatyou can do H. S. Olcott 6
1889
Fiay b
=y hEsks] | The Theosophist message M
a
Unspecified | (23 & BHE2@ O | Mr. Oleott brought with him Y 6
- 1889
B to Japan
=mtséwmiE7 1 | The Speeches Col. Oleott
ERRN:e L made at Chion-in February R May
Speech _ H. S. Olcott | Hirai K 7
pece TR BB | 12th, 13th, and 14th, GO | TR ggg
(i) continued
o LG G%%IE Excerpt from Esoteric . Matsuyama | May
Editorial ) SeE kAL . A. P. Sinnet 8
. Buddhism (?) Matsutard 1889
v b
P . May
Unspecified | &Hifl#GEDH#ES) | Ceylon Buddhists’ movement 1889 8
. ; H.S.
A ?7/ & 57 Farewell speeches by Olcott May
Speech LT DOERIE Olcott and 8
- and Dharmapala 1889
L) Dharmapala
Speech ;5’ v j/: ? KO Farewell speeches by Mr. Dharmapala June 10
i (AR HERE) Dharmapala, continued 1889
- [ Speeches Col. Olcott made ]
(=
Speech / . d Hu_f at Kosei Hall February 10th, H. S. Olcott | Hirai Kinza Hne 10
BRI (BN 5) 1889
continued
‘ Farewell speeches by Mr.
BEMEGHES
o N Dharmapala, Secretary of Aug.
Speech S AV AR ¢ he Th bical Soci Dharmapala 1889 13
}\%@ﬁﬁ%) the eosop 1C: OClety,

continued
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Speech EH IZ%@%’S:EZI‘/V Speech Col. Olcott made at LS. Oleor Aug. 14
=y b ETH Bakan 1889
EEGAB
EHGE ﬁsj‘/‘: Speech Col. Olcott made at Sep.
Speech =y PR (B2 . H.S. Olcott 15
- Bakan, continued 1889
. o Sep.
Report BT O Recent affairs in Ceylon 1889 16
TEGAR
SR ﬁ%*": Speech Col. Olcott made at Sep.
Speech =y MTEAL (2 . H.S. Olcott 16
- Bakan, continued 1889
U fied FJ1BE o oy oD F2 Recent situation of the Mar. 65
nspecifie §
P ) Theosophical Society in India 1890
= Eiise Now.
Report Av sy PR Reception for Mr. Olcott o 90
o 1891
- N E M. Olcott's The Buddhist o
e ) q t.
Report Fﬂ;{ 7 Catechism (on the publication 18;2 122
" of the Russian version)
ES DE Nov.
Report f‘/ s PROD Mr. Olcott nowadays o 125
2 1892
N i How Japanese Buddhists
E.IJE”{%%FF] PXid should react against the Ohara July
Article RO EE . X . L 187
ST B T atrocities Hindu Brahmins Kakichi 1894
committed in Bodhgaya?

2.4. Bukkyo 1L# (Buddhism)

This is a general Buddhist journal beyond sectarian borders. It is difficult to
summarize the meandering history developing from its first issue, then entitled
Nojun-kai zasshi H2 14 23 # 38 (Journal of the Nojun-kai Society) in 1885.
Significant for us is that it welcomed contributions from diverse denominations
of Japanese Buddhism, historically hostile to each other. Activists of different
denominations, whose common concerns were the decline of Buddhism and the
necessity of its reform in a rapidly-westernizing society, published in this journal
and discussed various problems they faced. Interest in Buddhist activities overseas
was included. After a short time of suspension, the journal was renamed Bukkyo
in 1888. After young progressive Buddhists such as Furukawa Rosen and Sakaino
Tetsu ( B2 %7 4, also known as Sakaino Koyo BE W $57F ) took part in the
editorial board, it became an arena where famous polemicists exchanged radical
opinions about Buddhist reforms. The early issues paid extensive attention to
Theosophy, dominated by news of Olcott’s visit to Japan, his statements about
Buddhism, and an article written by Dharmapala.
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Item Title in Japanese Translation / explanation | Author Translator Date Vol
- - Mr. H. S. Olcott, M
E-S FimETY . ar.
Speech TR FAav R the President of the 1889 1
Theosophical Society
On the Theosophical M.E. Mar.
Unspecified | F81#H & . Horiuchi Seiu 1
Society Bruno 1889
. - A short biography of Mar.
Biography Fay hIKIEER 1
Mr. Olcott 1889
E sy -
A 7@' A On Col. Oleott’s visit to | Rew. Apr.
Speech 3y FRRIZON 2
< Japan Sumangala 1889
- On Col. Olcott’s trip to Apr.
Report BRI AL T D & . 2
Europe, continued 1889
Fay NKEY A letter from Mr. Olcott Apr.
Letters . 2
AN i & his speech 1889
On Indian matters (a
. o Shaku Apr.
Unspecified | FIEZOIH(E letter Shaku Kozen 2
Kozen 1889
wrote to Shaku Unshé)
Report &‘ > -8 3 @,H%ﬁ Dharmapalas reCOVerY AP[’. 2
from illness 1889
On the Theosophical M.E. May
Unspecified | S8 & . Horiuchi Seiu 3
Society Bruno 1889
Buddhism is a
foundation of a true
. BT IS D LA o . Horiuchi June
Unspecified civilization, continued . 4
20 (2) Seiu 1889
(including extracts from
Olcott’s articles)
Preface to The Buddhist
. e . . H.S. Matsuyama June
Unspecified | FrdilaB 2% O Catechism, Swedish 4
] Olcott Matsutard 1889
version
+ N~ Mr. Olcott and the ]
vy b h une
Report *,E,“'%E@ 7 Young Buddhist 1889 4
Association
Buddhism is a
foundation of a true
B FELSCB o FEAE Horiuchi July
Unspecified P civilization, conclusion . 5
20 (3) SR Seiu 1889
(including extracts from
Judge’s letters)
Speeches Col. Olcott
Fzay boORHIN
de at Kosho temple, 1
Unspecified | H. JUHFMNBUIESF ;na e;i p Os, ¢ elr\n/lp © Jlus;9 5
E[JI’S}E’C‘O)@&EE ant rovince, ay
8th and 9th
; July
Report HER Dl Mr. Olcott returns home 5
1889
H.S.
) o . On Western and Kimura July
Unspecified | 4 i i O FHR . Olcott and L 5
Southern Buddhism . Ryokichi 1889
A. P Sinnet
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Mr. Olcott and the Yamad Jul
Unspecified | A& M FEE Young Buddhist mada e 5
. . Takamichi 1889
Association, continued
. b On the Theosophical M. E. o Sep.
Unspecified | % & . Horiuchi Seiu 7
Society Bruno 1889
U fod e To the Japanese (a H.S. Sep.
nspecifie HANIZEL 7
speech by Olcotr) Olcott 1889
On the Th hical M.E. Oct.
Unspecified | F81#H& B . ) eosoI') o Horiuchi Seiu y 8
Society, conclusion Bruno 1889
U . o To the Japanese (a H.S. Oct.
nspecified | HAANICHES 8
speech by Olcott) Olcott 1889
On Col. Olcott’s gifts to Now.
Report F ROk =4 9
the Emperor 1889
I On the basis of religions s Ryokuinshi M
b D i L. ar.
Unspecified e " (Olcott’s speech at (Matsuyama 13
kR Olcott 1890
Madras) Matsutard)
I On the basis of religions " Ryokuinshi A
W W O i O, 1.
Unspecified 0 " (Olcott’s speech at (Matsuyama P 14
¥ Olcott 1890
Madras) Matsutard)
. On the basis of religions s Ryokuinshi M
W 38 D i .
Unspecified e 2 (Olcott’s speech at (Matsuyama 2 15
¥+ Olcott 1890
Madras) Matsutard)
The progress of Jul
Unspecified | #hZo vl (2) Buddhism in the Horiuchi Seiu 1118;0 16
Western world
O On the basis of religions, . Ryokuinshi g
SO E O 2 .S. .
Unspecified i iL o conclusion (Olcott’s (Matsuyama P 17
+ (B Olcott 1890
speech at Madras) Matsutard)
. B What a Buddhist should | C.W. Sep.
Unspecified | M&EE DR ~&0T 17
do Leadbeater 1890
Shak Feb.
Unspecified | A/v=y MZoOWT On Col. Olcott . ¢ 22
Kozen 1891
Unsoecified PR &~ — Dharmapala’s speech on Now. 3
P 7 Ok Buddha's previous lives 1891
An unexpected visit to
R WE e L a Japan by Mr. Olcott, Now. 0
t
<por v RGO R E] the President of the 1891

Theosophical Society
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Mr. Olcott’s trip,
ENIZ= R NP SN different responses Nov.
Report P 33
FAL B O A between Northern and 1891
Southern Buddhists
2 W T ETEAEL Celebration for Rev.
: ] H.S. Nov.
Unspecified | L CRFEIROKIEIC Sumangala and the 33
. Olcott 1891
LE origin of the Shamites
Hirai
. HAIZ AT % 522808 On religious ideas in Ryuge Noguchi July
Unspecified e 72
st Japan (Hirai Fukudd 1893
Kinza)
) N On the Theosophical ) Mar.
Unspecified | #7%&EL Gk Toki Hérya 87
Conference 1894
Review of “The
3 » TRF Mah: Mar.
Unspecified Jizgj _ KRIY ahayana . . 88
KE HERE Compendium” published 1894

in Lucifer, no. 76, vol. 13

2.5. Shimeiyoka PUBAR

(Foggy Lakeview from Mt. Shimei)

Shimeiyoka was a journal of the Tendai denomination which started in 1888.
Ohara Kakichi, who corresponded with Philangi Dasa and Paul Carus, is supposed
to have been a member of the editorial board.

Item Title in Japanese Translation / explanation Author Translator | Date | Vol
. % (WISDOM- . . Louise A. | Ohara May
Unspecified RELIGION) The Wisdom Religion Off Kakichi 1891 41

On the development of
) . . Philangi May
Unspecified D IEE Buddhism (Preface to The 41
Dasa 1891
Buddbist Catechism)
Shimaji
On Buddha’s entering Uden May
Unspecified WEAIRD Fhx : . 41
Nirvana (Shimaji 1891
Mokurai)
KA R Sir Edwin Arnold’s opinion
— SFE 1
. 7 - / /f k Kgﬁd% on the Theosophists, May
Unspecified BT D ER (Y . . . 53
e published in San Francisco 1892
V7TV ARAa
o= 2 LR Chronicle
L A short letter from the Matsuyama | May
Correspondence | #%EL ¢ . . 65
Theosophical Society Matsutard 1893
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2.6. Dentd [ )& (Transmitting the Light)

Dento is a journal of Kogi Shingon-sha #/#5 577, a branch of Shingon-sha.
It started in 1890.
Item Title in Japanese Translation / explanation Author Translator | Date Vol
SEEDT S Obituary for Madame A
EREOT T T 7Y 3
Report j;i A %; 4 Blavatsky of the 1811;;0 18
Theosophical Society
. Nov.
Unspecified | #&7%%0 On synthetic religion Hirai Kinza 1892 35
Annie
o On nirvana in Mahayana and Feb.
Unspecified | #hZ0R/NRIEATR . Elizabeth 40
Hinayana 1893
Cheney
The Th h Mat: Oct.
Unspecified | % S48 ¢ heosophy arsdyama © 55
Compendium Matsutard 1893
§ » The Theosophy Matsuyama Oct.
Unspecified | %S GKil) ) . ) 56
Compendium, continued Matsutaro 1893
Ryokuinshi o
t.
Unspecified | FA& % Esoteric Buddhism (Matsuyama 18C93 56
Matsutard)

2.7. Obei no Bukkys k2 (L%t (Buddhism in Europe and America)

Due to a shortage of information, much is still unknown about this publication,

including the question whether it was a periodical or not. Inferable enough from

the material on hand is that its editorial board was occupied by reformers closely
related with Higashi Hongan-ji HUAKJ#<F, the head temple of the Otani-ha X
4R , another major branch of Jodo Shin-sha # T 57% . The first issue of Obei
no Bukkyo, published in 1889, contains several reports on Theosophy, especially
Olcott’s statements about the Buddhist movements in British India. Volumes 5
and 6 concern mainly reform movements within the Otani-ha school. Theosophy
is mentioned only a few times, but the fact that the chief editor of those volumes,
Sano Seido =471 (dates unknown), was a close friend of Hirai Kinza, and a

founder of the committee to invite Olcott to Japan, has some importance.

Item Title in Japanese Translation / explanation Author Translator | Date Vol
} The expansion of the Oct.

Unspecified | %5/ JKk H. S. Olcott 1
Theosophical Society 1889

Unspecified | %5 b 23R Theosophy and compassion Mes. Oct 1
Ellenferg 1889

. > F Y i (Fh | Explanation of occultism Oct.

Unspecified | . p . . 1

FEHLIDEL) L (extracted from The Buddhist) 1889
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Oct.
Unspecified | HAE &5 Japan and Ceylon H. S. Olcott 1;;9 1
Foas VA Col. Olcott’ h wh Oct.
Unspecified A,_/, j,/ hES R © COLLs speech when H. S. Olcott y 1
WS R T3, returning to to Ceylon 1889
Oct.
Unspecified | FIEZBA{E India’s flourishing H. S. Olcott 1889 1
Th hy, i d Campbell I
Unspecified | S822M% cosophy, Questions an ampoe Sano Seidd July 5
Answers Prank 1890
. . . . Aug.
Unspecified | %% i On Buddhism A.P. Sinnet 1890 6

3. Conclusion

The accounts of Theosophy written by Japanese Buddhists active in the late
nineteenth century are dispersed so widely in many places, and their concerns
are directed so diversely that it is not an easy task to draw conclusions. However,
what is distinctly noticeable among them is that their deprecation of Theosophist
achievements and distrust of the Theosophical interpretation of Buddhism grew
in inverse proportion to the increase of their knowledge of Buddhist movements
overseas, especially of Western academic studies of Buddhism. What I have
collected here covers roughly the decade 1887-1897, but many accounts clearly
reveal that the rapid psychological change of these Buddhists from blind appraisal
to complete disinterest took place in a much shorter period. The latest knowledge
introduced to Japan by young Buddhist scholars returning from abroad—those
being trained in Western academia and having mastered a “scientific” way of
reading original Buddhist scriptures, to which Theosophists paid little attention—
arguably discouraged the passion for Theosophy. Hence, to consider carefully the
information directly introduced from Western academia and to trace its spread
within Japanese Buddhism at that time should be necessary so that research can
progress.

However, one point we should keep in mind is that this observation does not
downplay the contributions of the Theosophical movement to the non-Western
world, especially when it reached into a political arena. A good example is the
case of Ceylon, where the Theosophist interpretation of Buddhism, or rather
Theosophical Buddhism, inspired nationalistic movements; here the struggle
evolved around Dharmapala’s strong resistance to Christian hegemony over
colonized Ceylon. This Buddhist revival, as it accompanied a political movement
whose purpose was to achieve Ceylonese independence as a Sinhalese nation,
could be seen as a model for Japanese Buddhists struggling for their own identity
in the hard torrent of modernization. Actually, some of them did try to find in the
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Ceylonese case a model for Japanese Buddhists to follow. Some hypotheses can be
presented to explain their sudden indifference, but hard evidence should be sought
in order to certify them. One thing certain is that after the turn of the century
most of the publications I have examined ceased to be interested not only in
Theosophy, but in Buddhist movements overseas in general. This tendency seems
to reflect the fact that the journals changed their nature to become official organs
(or publications) of their own Buddhist denominations. One of the few exceptions
is Hansei zasshi. Its publisher moved to Tokyo in 1896, and in 1899 the title of
the journal was renamed again to Chué koron "'/ , which now began to deal
widely with literary and genuinely political subjects. Thereby it transformed itself
successfully into one of the most prestigious commercial magazines in Japan.
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